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your ways, I can have no objection to your calling Chanchi1, having
good things to eat and enjoying life, within limits. Only see that
you do not repeat your mistakes. I want you not to be too eager
to get rich quickly.

Think of Sorabjis death, of Dr. Jivraj's being on his death-bed,
of the passing away of Sir Ratan Tata2. When life is so transitory,
why all this restlessness? Why this running after money? Get
whatever money you can earn by ordinary but steady efforts.
Resolve in mind, though, that you will not forsake the path of
truth in pursuit of wealth. Make your mind as firm as you can
and then go ahead making money.

Blessings from

BAPU

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. IV

54.   LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU*

September 20, 1918

DEAR SISTER,

From the inquiries you have made about me, I know that you
know about my humiliation, I mean my illness. I am getting
better, but am too weak yet to move about beyond a few minutes'
stroll on the verandah. Much as I should like to be with you at
Poornea as the men there desire my presence, it is impossible for
me to do so. I hope, however, that you are going to behave your-
self and deliver your address4 in Hindi or Urdu, whatever the
national language may be called.. Let the young men learn through
your example the value of cultivating their mother tongue, for to
them Hindi or Urdu is not only the national language, but their
mother tongue. Do let me have a line.

Yours,

From the manuscript of Mahadev Dcsai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1  Chanchalbehn Gandhi, wife of Gandhiji's eldest son, Harilal
2  1871-1918; Parsi philanthropist
3  1879-1949; poet, patriot, Congress leader and a close associate of Gandhiji
4 As president of the Bihar Students* Conference